
1 
 

University modes of assessment from 2019/20 (updated 2022) 

All assessments should be appropriate to the FHEQ level of the module and test specific module learning outcomes. Schools should deliver the assessment as formally 
approved by either the Course Validation Panel or School Education Committee, as stipulated in the module specification. 

A full description of the features of Online Examination Modes can be found in Appendix 1 

Generic category Definition  Assessment mode Other comments 
Written exam 
 
 

A written assessment taken under 
timed conditions. The duration is 
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Generic category Definition  Assessment mode Other comments 
 7) Distance Exam (DEX): A test of knowledge and understanding 

where the student is required to complete the exam remotely 
under timed conditions and to submit the file electronically, as 
instructed, by the end of the exam.  Late submission is not 
permitted. 

Held remotely. Does not require an 
invigilator.    

Submission A written or digital assessment that 
is submitted physically or 
electronically. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1) Essay (ESS): A written composition with a specified word 
length, which, typically, on the basis of existing literature, 
proceeds to sustain a coherent argument.   

 

2) Log (LOG):  A record of observations, events and behaviour 
(of themselves or others). 

 

3) Report (REP): A description, review, summary or other 
account of an activity, proposed activity or experience. This 
may include a report of a series of investigations undertaken 
as part of a research project.  

 

4) Dissertation (DIS): 
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Generic category Definition  Assessment mode Other comments 
6) Software Exercise (SOE): A software exercise or problem 

requiring a technical solution.  
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Generic category Definition  Assessment mode Other comments 
 

Group presentation A presentation prepared and made 
collectively by a group. 
 

Group Presentation (GPN): A presentation prepared and made 
collectively by a group. 

 

Practical assessment An assessment of a student’s 
practical skills or competence. 

1) Practical Assessment (PRA): A practical assessment that may 
be taken under timed conditions that is observed or 
recorded and may require an invigilator. 

 

2) Observation (OBS): A report submitted about a student 
based on an observation, including observation of individual 
performance over a period of time.  

 
Peer Review 
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Appendix 1 

Online Examination Modes 

Mode Description Duration Multiple attempts? Submission point 

Distance 
Examination 
(DEX) 

 
Introduced 2019-20 

Described as: a test of knowledge 
and understanding where the 
student is required to complete 
the exam remotely under timed 
conditions and to submit the file 
electronically, as instructed, by the 
end of the exam. 

 
Late submission if not permitted 
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Where no file upload is required, methods for students to 
upload RA stickers should still be made available. Please 
see staff and student guidance for how to do this. 
 
Individual reasonable adjustments are added to the 


